
13 V . ( EFT) The Cubi BarCafe's neon sign colorfully expressesthe restaurant's retro ambience. ( I HT) The replica of the Cubi Point 
Officers' Club is filled with memorabilia from the original Ph ilippines club. ElO\ : Fighter planes are displayed on an exact replica of 
the flight deck of the USS Cabot, a World War II light aircraft carrier. 

he won 't point thi s out, the gallery of naval aircraft paintings 
on th e m ezzanine con tains about fifteen of his wat ercolor s­
just one indication of how involved he is in all aspects of th e 
mu seum. Still trim and spry at seventy-five, the former fighter 
p ilo t and Blue Angel says th e museum's World War II section 
contains its most significant pieces."World War II is the per iod 
in w hich naval aviation really cam e in to its ow n and beca me 
the most important part of the N avy," he says,not ing that pr ior 
to Wo rld War II the N avy was dominated by sur face warfa re, 
making th e ba ttleship its major vessel. " Bac k th en , airc raft 
carriers we re o nly seen as support vessels for battleships. After 
World 'W;,r II , that reversed itself, and tod ay most of the surface 
ships in th e Navy are structure d around th e aircraft carrier." 

Visitors who dro p by most Tu esday or Wednesday m orni ngs 
can watch the Blue Angels practice. From the planes' screaming 
takeoffs to th eir amaz ing acrobatic maneu vers and ru m ble­
yo ur-s tomach flyover s, it is a performance not to be missed . 
After some practices, the Blue Angels answer questions and sign 

autographs.An d if you miss the practice, the mu seum features 
an IM AX movie abo ut them, plus flight-simulator rides tha t 
mimic some of the ir tr icks and turns. 

O n a recen t mo rn ing, small knots ofvisitors moved throu gh 
th e museum as the thrumming of aircraft tak ing off from 
nearby Forrest Sher man Field sounded. In th e atr ium (where 
four A-4 Skyhawks are suspended overhead in the famed Blue 
Ange ls' diamond-shaped diving formation) a military retireme nt 
ce remony was bein g held . As th e retiree was honored ,J ohn 
Hillin, a to ur guide and former Marine, go t a bit cho ked up. 

" I'm voluntee ring ... because I want younge r people to have 
a sense of apprec iation fo r our freed om th at was preserved 
by th e me n and women who flew for the N avy and M arine 
Corps," Hi llin explained . "Many gave th e ul timate sacrifice 
in that they were killed in action. So while there are historical 
reasons for displaying these aircraft, there's also a spiritu al reason. 
T his place serves as a memorial to the great Am eri cans who 
gave so selflessly to help future generations." 


