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-Jane Ingram, 10, of New 
; - Hope, PA, was determined to e earn some spending money. 

So she handed out flyers marketing 
herself as a mother's helper and quickly 
landed a job. "Jane loved it-except for 
the marketing part," says mom Leah. 

If your child is clamoring for a job, 
ask yourself these questions before you 
give her the go-ahead, says Dave Riley, 
associate dean of human ecology at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison: 
[an she toleratefrustration? Will 
she mind doing something tedious? 
And if something goes wrong on the job 
(she spills water while watering plants, 

/	 for instance), can she manage? 
Will she be able to stick with it? 
Think about how well she's committed 
to activities that are tough sometimes, 
like ballet or music lessons. 

Let's just say if these are your hands, this is your new lotion.
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How enthusiasticis she?If she gives 
up after one "no" or doesn't have ideas 
for what to do, she might not be ready. 

If she is ready, here's how to help: 
• Look for tasks at home. Doing extra 
chores for cash is a safe way to learn 
the value of work and responsibility. 
Point out what she 's done well and 
what she could imp rove upon, to show 
her what an employer might expect. 
• Tellfriends and neighbors. Bring her 
along when you let them know she's up 
for thin gs like pet-sitting, light yard 
work, or assisting at a party. 
• Help her brainstorm. See if your child 
can figure out a way to com bine 
business with pleasure. Dave Weaver of 
Eden Prairie, MN, an avid soccer 
player, began earni ng mo ney at age 10 
as a referee at kid soccer games. 

-MELANIE RADZI CI( I Mc M AN US 

Boy books vs. girl books 
Recently. I readfrom my first novel at a bookstore. In it, 

Melanie, ten, tells her little brother, Matt theBrat, to get 

lost. When he actually does-in the Sistine Chapel, 

no less-she panics. Afterthereading, a boyran up to 

me, allsmiles, with a book to sign. It was a Norman 

Rockwell moment forboth of us, until his mom said, 

'Put thatdown! Those are forgirls!' The boy and I were 

crestfallen. No one would dream oftellinggirls that 

Harry Potter is for boys- and, psst, a boy can learn 

a lotfrom reading a girl's inner thoughts. If a child is 

asking fora book (rather than candyor an iPod ora 

drum set ora video game), why not sayyes? 
-CAROL WEST ON, AUTHOR OF THE MelANIE MARTIN 

SERIES OF PRETEEN NOVELS (YEARLING) 

The newest way to stand up for your hard-working feet? 
Sit down and apply. 
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