
home almanac I your garden 

The Fragrance Factor
 
Look beyond color and shape to find a garden's most appeal ing feature: its scents . By Melan ie Radzicki McManus 

S
cent is th ought to be our most power­
ful sense. One casual whiff of a famil­
iar smell can cause a flood of memories. 
Creating a garden focused on scent, then, 
can evoke happy memories from the past 

while sating our senses today. 
"W hen selecting plants for your frag rant gar­

den, plan for sequential bloom ing so that some­
thing always smel ls good," says Mi tzi VanSant, 
owner ofT he Fragrant Gar den, a resident ial land­
scape design firm in Austin, Tex . An d remem­
ber that flowers don't have a lock on scent; certain 
leaves, shrubs, trees, and vines are quite fragra nt . 
Finally, don't place heavily-scented plant s next to 
one another if they bloom at the same time , or 
their combined scents could be overwhelming. 

Scent gardens are best when they're tucked into 
an enclosed courtyard, which holds in fragrance. 
T he reflected heat from a wall or patio can also 
intensify scents. Two good plant choices are mock 
orange (Philadelphus x lemoinei 'Belle Etoile'), a 
summer-blooming shrub with a sweet, grape-gum 
scent , and lilac trees. In an open yard, plant large, 
dense fragrant shrubs in the back as a windbreak. 

Plant some fragrant items around windows and 
doorways, so you can enjoy them even when you're 
inside. And tuck plant s with nighttime scents under 
your bedroom window. T here's nothing like falling 
asleep to the fragrance of jasmine or gardenia. CL 

good common scents
 

The dark maroon flowers on An evergreen shrub that 
this three-foot-tall plant emit reaches four feet; pink flow­
a light chocolate scent that's ers leave an orange-blossom­
most evident in even ing . and-coconut fragrance. 

A popular rose from the 1930s 
with deep crimson double 
blossoms; its heavy fragrance 
evokes a true old-rose scent. 
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A climbing vine. whose creamy 
~ white flowers give off a baked­ <: 

vanilla scent; blooms in fall '" c: 
S­and is great for arbors. o 
:c 
a. 
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