
lenb erger H arpham offers visi tors 
a cup of spiced tea to enjoy while 
they check out handcrafted pott ery, 
fabric work and me tal pieces. The 
shop still tucks some of itsj ewelry in 
founder H elen W innemore's or igi­
nal wooden drawers ; for decades, 
customers delig hted in rumm ag­
ing th rou gh their contents. "I want 
people to touch not only the jewelry, 
but every thing in the store, because 
I believe in keepin g art accessible," 
says H arpham . 

No visit to Columbus wou ld be 
complete without a stop at the 

Wexner Ce nter for the Arts at T he 
O hio State University. Opened in 
1989, the Wex ner is America's only 
mu ltidi sciplin ar y co n te mporary 
arts cent er rooted in a university. 
The building was designed by Peter 
Eisenman and Richard Trott, and is 
consi de red a land mark of con tem­
po rary architectu re. 

A 400-foo t glass wall and skylight 
run the leng th of the galleries, and a 
white metal gri d on the building's 

east side symbolizes scaffolding and 
a building not quite finished-and 
therefore always ready to embrace 
new, innov at ive ar t . D on 't miss 
"G roundswell," the perm anent out­
door sculpture by Maya Lin, designer 
of the Vi et nam Veteran s M emo­
rial in Washington , D.C. Featuri ng 
more than 40 tons ofshattered, recy­
cled auto glass shaped in undulat­
ing mounds, the sculpture represents 
the burial mounds in southeastern 
Ohio, Lin's birthplace, and her love 
ofJapan's raked sand gardens. 

"A city w ithout ar t would be 
lifeless," She rrie Hawk, ow ner of 
Sherr ie Gallerie, told a meet ing of 
co m mu n ity leaders gathe red last 
spr ing to discu ss th e pocket-park 
in itia tive. " [Add ing mo re] public 
art can give our city an identity and 
will inspire creativit y." It's already 
done the latter. The former is sure 
to follow. • 

MELANIE RADZICKI MCMANUS , who 

lives in Sun Prairie, IVis" enjoys making 

frequent trips to Columbus. 

The large metal grid outside the Wexner 
Center for the Arts symbolizes the 
scaffolding of a work in progress, and a 
building that is always invit ing new artwork. 

"I want people to 
touch not only 
the jewelry, but 
everyth.ing in the 
store, because I 
believe in keeping 
art accessible. " 

-Sarah Kellenberger Harpham, 

owner, Helen Winne more Craft 
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