
Engaging the Philadelphia community is a part of the Magic 
Gardens' mission; Zagar fielded questions from local students 
last May, left. Views of the city inspire Zagar from the deck of 
his studio, above. A self-portrait created during a residency at 
the John Michael Kohler Arts Center complements a sun face 
by the late Mexican folk artist Candelario Medrano, right. 

In 2005, the lots' owner threatened to bulldoze Zagar's 
work and sell the properties unless he could make the 
purchase himself. Through a collaborative, community­
wide effort, the gardens were saved and the property is 
now owned by Philadelphia's Magic Gardens, a nonprofit 
entity. 

W
andering through the gardens, you'll notice not 
only Zagar's impressive work, but his subtle-or 
sometimes in-your-face-proselytizing in favor of 

folk art. Tucked under an arch, for example, is the simple 
phrase, "Real Art." A longer, merrily poetical statement 
proclaims: "Some people like the money I some people like the 
honey I but I love art. Some people like the flash I some people 
like the hash I but I love art and I make it out of trash. Some 
say it has no class. !J 

A father and his children excitedly peer into the Magic 
Gardens through the decorative metal fence separating 
it from the sidewalk. "What is this, and how do we get 
in?" he calls to those inside. "You go in through that 
adjacent shop," a man yells back. "It's only four dollars a 
person. You've got to come in here. It's amazing!" 
Judging from their excitement, both of those men's hearts 
were likely beating very rapidly-just like Zagar's.• 

MELANIE RADZICKI McMANUS lives in Sun Prairie, Wis., 
and specializes in arts and travel. 

THE OUTDOOR "GARDENS"
 
ARE A CONCRETE 
MAZE OF SORTS, 
WITH EVERY INCH 
SMOTHERED IN ZAGAR'S 
SIGNATURE CERAMIC 
TILES AND FOUND OBJECTS. 

The Magic Gardens offers two-day mosaic 

workshops with Isaiah Zagar, where you work on a 

mosaic mural from conception to completion. The 

remaining 2009 workshops are July 25-26, Aug. 29­

30, Sept. 26-27 and Oct. 24-25. 

For pricing and details, call 215-733-0390 or 

visit www.philadelphiasmagicgardens.org. -M.R.M. 

AUG U S T 2 009 • A:-I E RIC A ); S T - L E 71 


